Dr. Virginia Marie Riga

Education Background

· University of South Carolina, Education Leadership and Policy Department
          Ed. D, Curriculum & Instruction -1997; Dissertation: “Implementing and
          Sustaining Multiage Programs in Elementary Schools”    

· SC Education Policy Fellows Program – Institute for Educational Leadership,

          Washington, DC – 2003-04
· Montessori Training- Primary and Lower Elementary Levels; Lander University – 1999-2000
· Hofstra University, NY; M. Ed. – Education of Emotionally Handicapped Children – 

· St. Bonaventure University, NY; B.S. – Math; Minor – Education - 

Professional Experience 
Montessori Public School Consulting, LLC, principal consultant, 2012
South Carolina Department of Education, Columbia, SC, Office of Public School Choice, Montessori Coordinator, February 2008 – Nov. 2011
Richland School County District One, Columbia, SC

· Coordinator of Montessori Programs – 2004 – 2008
· Elementary Principal – Brockman Montessori School – 1999-2004

· Elementary Assistant Principal – 1993 – 96; 1997-99
· Coordinator of Adult Education Workforce Literacy Program – 1990-93

· Elementary Principal - Satchel Ford Elementary

· Elementary Principal – Sarah Nance Elementary -1982-83
Teaching Positions:   
· Columbia, SC-– Learning Disabilities – Gr. K-3
· De Kalb County Public Schools, Decatur, GA – Learning Disabilities – Gr. 1-6, 
· Central H.S. District #3, Merrick, NY – Calhoun High School - Math                                                                                                                  
Professional Memberships
· Phi Delta Kappa 

· Montessori Educational Programs International (MEPI)
· SC Montessori Alliance (SCMA)
· American Montessori Society   
Professional Board Experience
· American Montessori Society appointed Jan. 2010    

· Montessori Educational Programs International Board Member; 2006 – 2009

· South Carolina Montessori Alliance Executive Board Member; 2002 - present

Conference Presentations
· SC Department of Education – Early Childhood Conference – 2001

· International Montessori Council – 2003, 2004 (keynote), 2008  

· Montessori Educational Programs International – 2001, 2002, 2004, 2008 (keynote)
· SC Montessori Alliance – 2008 (keynote), 2009
· SC Association of School Administrators Summer Leadership Institute – 2008
· SC Association of School Board Members – 2008
· SC Association of Black Educators -2008
· SC Department of Education Public School Choice Conference -2008
· American Montessori Society – 2009, 2010
· International Association for Montessori Educators – 2009 
· Public Montessori Educators of Texas -2009 (keynote)
· SC Association for the Education of Young Children - 2009
· Community of Character – Character Education Conference -2009
· SC Early Childhood Association - 2010
Honors/awards
· Induction into Phi Delta Kappa – USC Chapter - 1992
· Outstanding Adult Educator of the Year – SC Department of Education - 1992
· Doctoral Dissertation Accepted for Presentation at National Association of Educational Research  Annual Conference – 1998
· IES Education Fellow - 2004
Publications:
· Teacher’s Guide: Classroom Lessons for “Dave” Pottery exhibit, University of South Carolina Cooper Library - 1998 

· Co-Authored/Produced Distance Education USC Graduate Course – “Educational Change”- 1997
· Co-author of a chapter on Montessori education for the book: Yes We Can! roving Urban Schools Through Innovative Educational Reform Information Age Publishing Company:2012      

