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NCLB could create challenges NCLB could create challenges 
for public Montessori schoolsfor public Montessori schools

�� Potential challenges of high stakes Potential challenges of high stakes 
standardized testing standardized testing (Anderson, 2005a; (Anderson, 2005a; LillardLillard, 1996), 1996)

–– Shifting focus away from childShifting focus away from child--directednessdirectedness

–– Limited test taking experiencesLimited test taking experiences

–– Individualized content coverageIndividualized content coverage

�� Highly qualified teachers Highly qualified teachers (Anderson, 2004; Anderson, (Anderson, 2004; Anderson, 

2005a; Anderson, 2005b)2005a; Anderson, 2005b)

–– State and Montessori Certification requiredState and Montessori Certification required

–– Most states do not recognize Montessori Most states do not recognize Montessori 
certificationcertification

Research QuestionsResearch Questions

1.1. What are current Montessori practices in What are current Montessori practices in 
public Montessori elementary schools? public Montessori elementary schools? 

2.2. How concerned are leaders in public How concerned are leaders in public 
Montessori elementary schools regarding Montessori elementary schools regarding 
the potential impact of NCLB? the potential impact of NCLB? 
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ProceduresProcedures

Response RateResponse Rate

Respondents: 
85

Schools on Sample List:  
285

Valid Phone Numbers:  
261

E-Mail Addresses:  
180

Participant CharacteristicsParticipant Characteristics

�� RespondentsRespondents

–– Were primarily school principals (64%)Were primarily school principals (64%)

–– Included few (only 2) with Montessori Included few (only 2) with Montessori 
Administrator credential, but almost half Administrator credential, but almost half 
(45.2%) had Montessori certification(45.2%) had Montessori certification

–– Represented Represented schools serving ages 4 to 12 schools serving ages 4 to 12 
with elementary enrollment of 167, on with elementary enrollment of 167, on 
average average 
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Participants’ student Participants’ student populapopula--
tionstions similar to national averagesimilar to national average

Ethnic Composition

White

59%

Black

24%

Am 

Indian

1%Asian

4%

Other

2%

Hispanic

10%

N=85

Over oneOver one--
third of third of 
students students 
participartici--
pated in pated in 
free or free or 
reduced reduced 
lunch lunch 

(M=35.4, (M=35.4, 
SD=25.4, SD=25.4, 
N=65). N=65). 

http://www.gladwyne.org/elem_folder/2.html http://pewhispanic.org/reports/report.php?ReportID=79

Programs largely growing with Programs largely growing with 
enrollment at capacityenrollment at capacity

Enrollment is...

55%
38%

7%

Grow-

ingStable

Declining

Enrollment to 

Capacity

7%

79%

14%

More students 

than space

Un-

filled 

spaces

Equivalent

N=N=8585N=N=8585

Montessori teacher certification Montessori teacher certification 
very prevalentvery prevalent

�� Vast majority of lead Vast majority of lead 
teachers (teachers (MM=81.5%, =81.5%, 
N=N=82) had Montessori 82) had Montessori 
certification in levels certification in levels 
that they taught. that they taught. 

�� Half (51.2%, Half (51.2%, N=N=82) 82) 
reported all teachers reported all teachers 
were Montessori were Montessori 
certified. certified. 

Montessori Teacher 

Certification Requirements

44.7%

43.5%

5.9%

3.5%

2.5%

Training in

process

Certificate

at level

Certificate

any level

No

training

Prefer

certificate N =85

AMI and AMS certify most AMI and AMS certify most 
teachersteachers

88.1%

73.8%

35.7%

25.0%

16.7%

19.0%

Association Montessori

Internationale (AMI)

American Montessori Society

(AMS)

National Center for Montessori

Education (NCME)

Montessori Education Programs

International (MEPI)

Southwestern Montessori

Training Center

Other

N =84

NOTE: Multiple responses allowed

State certification required by State certification required by 
most schoolsmost schools

70.6%

12.9%

8.2%

5.9%

2.4%

Required

In process allowed

Not required

Alternative allowed

Other

N =85

Most schools report prepared Most schools report prepared 
environments, parent educationenvironments, parent education

100.0%

89.4%

84.7%

84.5%

78.6%

62.2%

61.9%

Classrooms compatible with Montessori’s

“prepared environment” principles

Parent education programs to promote

understanding of Montessori

Three year multi-age groupings for children

Ongoing Montessori consultation or

professional support for teachers

Montessori in-service training for teachers

Experienced Montessori teacher serving as

curriculum coordinator

One trained paraprofessional in each

classroom in addition to the lead teacher

% Yes

N=82-85
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Classrooms reportedly wellClassrooms reportedly well--
equippedequipped

%5 N Mean SD

Our school offers a full 

complement of Montessori 
materials in each classroom 78.9 76 4.64 0.81

Our school is committed to the 

core Montessori curriculum 57.9 75 4.35 0.98

Our school implements 

elementary education according 
to the original vision of Maria 

Montessori 27.6 76 3.87 0.94

Scale: 1= Strongly Disagree to 5=Strongly Agree

Work periods average almost Work periods average almost 
2 ½ hours2 ½ hours

OneOne--third (32.9%, third (32.9%, N=N=74) 74) 
“strongly agreed” that “strongly agreed” that 

specialty programs were specialty programs were 
scheduled around scheduled around 
uninterrupted work uninterrupted work 

periods. periods. 

Length of Typical Work 

Period

3.6%

15.5%

36.9%

34.5%

9.5%

Less than 1.5 hrs

1.5 hrs

>1.5 to 2.5 hrs

>2.5 to 3 hrs

>3 hrs

((M=M=146.5 minutes, 146.5 minutes, SD=SD=43.5, 43.5, N=N=84)84)

Standardized testing is Standardized testing is 
commonplace and longstandingcommonplace and longstanding

�� For virtually all schools For virtually all schools 
(98.7%, (98.7%, N=N=76), 76), 
participation was participation was 
required.required.

�� Schools had been Schools had been 
participating in district participating in district 
tests for an average of tests for an average of 
8.4 years (8.4 years (SD=SD=6.0, 6.0, 
N=N=68). 68). 

Participation in 

District Testing

8.4%
2.4%

All tests

89.2%

No tests
Some tests

N=83

“Authentic” assessment prefer“Authentic” assessment prefer--
red but tests not compromising red but tests not compromising 
Montessori programsMontessori programs

%5 N Mean SD

Our school prefers tracking student progress using 
assessment tools other than tests, such as observation, 

portfolio, performance assessment with rubric, etc. 55.3 76 4.25 1.07

Our school performs well on district standardized tests 37.3 69 4.10 0.95

“No Child Left Behind” testing requirements pose a 
challenge for our school 32.9 75 3.53 1.35

Standardized tests present an opportunity for our 
school to demonstrate success 30.3 75 3.73 1.13

Standardized tests conflict with Montessori philosophy 28.9 75 3.52 1.26

Our school provides test-taking lessons for children 26.3 75 3.72 1.10

Our school is required to participate in standardized 
testing in such a way that it compromises the character 

of the Montessori program 13.2 75 2.89 1.21

Scale: 1= Strongly Disagree to 5=Strongly Agree

Montessori school leaders most Montessori school leaders most 
concerned about budget cutsconcerned about budget cuts

%5 N Mean SD

Budget cuts 49.3 71 4.30 0.87

Federal requirements 28.4 74 3.41 1.34

State requirements 23.0 74 3.41 1.30

Teacher issues 11.0 73 2.92 1.19

District support 8.1 68 2.84 1.32

Parent support 6.8 74 2.35 1.23

Community support 6.8 72 2.31 1.16

Scale: 1= Not a Concern to 5= Major Concern

Information about appropriate Information about appropriate 
assessment tools deemed most assessment tools deemed most 
useful in the futureuseful in the future

%5 N Mean SD

Montessori-appropriate assessment tools 61.1 70 4.40 0.91

Other Montessori schools’ assessment 
strategies 56.9 70 4.30 1.00

Academic achievement in Montessori 
compared to other approaches 51.4 71 4.34 0.83

Student attitudes toward education in 
Montessori compared to other approaches 45.8 72 4.14 1.04

Student behavior in Montessori classrooms 
compared to other approaches 45.8 72 4.04 1.13

Teacher attitudes regarding assessment 33.3 72 3.57 1.31

Scale: 1= Not at all Useful to 5=Extremely Useful
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ConclusionsConclusions

�� Montessori continues to be a popular option in Montessori continues to be a popular option in 
public schools across the U.S. even though they public schools across the U.S. even though they 
struggle with budget cuts, stricter state and federal struggle with budget cuts, stricter state and federal 
requirements and teacher shortages. requirements and teacher shortages. 

�� Public Montessori elementary schools strive to Public Montessori elementary schools strive to 
maintain a unique educational environment through maintain a unique educational environment through 
certified teachers, ongoing professional support and certified teachers, ongoing professional support and 
wellwell--equipped classrooms.equipped classrooms.

Full Study Results Full Study Results 
Available at…Available at…

http://www.amshq.org/research/thesisMurray.pdfhttp://www.amshq.org/research/thesisMurray.pdf
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