SOMEWHERE OVER THE RAIN BARREL
Connecting Toddlers to the Natural World
Resources and Links

GUIDING PRINCIPLE #1

As infant/toddler teachers we have a responsibility to set the foundation for the child’s lifelong positive relationship with the natural world. 


Aist, J. (2010).  Babes in the Woods, Hiking/Camping/Boating with Babies and Young Children, The Mountaineers Books.
Crain, W. (2003).  Reclaiming Childhood. 1st ed.  New York:  Henry Holt and

Company, LLC.

Lillard and Jessen. (2003).  Montessori From the Start. 1st ed.  New York:  Random House, Inc. 

Louv, R.  Last Child in the Woods. (2006).1st pbk ed. Chapel Hill, North Carolina:  Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill.

Montessori, M. (1967). The Discovery of the Child, New York: Ballentine Books.

Sobel, D. (1996). Beyond Ecophobia:  Reclaiming the Heart in Nature Education, The Orion Society, Great Barrington, MA.

Agriculture Statistics  --  http://www.csrees.usda.gov/qlinks/extension.html
Cosmic Education --  from a lecture taken at one of the courses of Dr. Montessori, edited by Mario Montessori.

GUIDING PRINCIPLE #2
As Montessori teachers we are committed to preparing both our indoor and outdoor environments with materials and opportunities that foster a love of nature.

Matthews, C. (2005).  Great Gardens for Kids, London, Octopus Publishing Group
Ward, J. (2008).  I love dirt! 52 activities to help you and your kids discover the wonders of nature, Boston, MA:  Trumpeter Books.  

Plant peas -- www.southernexposure.com/index.html
Children in Nature Network -- http://www.childrenandnature.org

Natural Learning Initiative  --  http://naturalearning.org/
“Leaves are Falling” Song Sanford Jones – Children Songs/Folk Songs  CD -- http://www.youthoperaintl.com/Sanford%20Jones-Music
GUIDING PRINCIPLE #3

As Montessorians committed to creating the best possible future for our children, we have a responsibility to participate in the larger societal challenge of protecting and enhancing the environment.

Sutton, Ann.  Educating for Ecological Sustainability:  Montessori Education Leads the Way.  Montessori Life, Issue 4, 2009.

Information on products and materials:

http://www.gardeners.com

http://www.kidsgardening.com
http://www.gardeningwithkids.org

http://www.ikea.com/us/eu

http://www.clothtrainingpants.com

CHILDREN’S NATURE BOOKS THAT WE LIKE 

Sams, C. and Stoick, J. (2003). Winter Friends, Carl Sams Photography, Milford, MI.  

Ward, J. (2009).  The Busy Tree. Marshall Cavendish Children.

Wood, H.P. (2009). Eyelike Nature Leaves.  New York, MTM Publishing, Inc. 

See other publications for Snow, Sticks, and  Stones. 

Home-made Disinfecting Hand Wipes

1. Cloths - We use muslin cloth cut into 5x7 squares, the edges are hemmed.  Baby wash cloths would also work.

2. Cleaning Mix - In a squirt bottle, combine 1 cup distilled water, ½ of a cup of white vinegar, 6 tablespoons of a natural oil (olive, almond, walnut, etc), 3 tablespoons of Dr Bronner’s liquid organic soap, 2 tablespoons of aloe vera gel and 2 drops of tea tree essential oil.  We store the ingredients and recipe in a basket in our storage cabinet.

3. Shake well.

4. Put cloths in a lidded non-plastic container.  Squirt mix over cloths until damp.  Store damp cloths in lidded container.  Wash after each use.
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